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Welcome to the *G-News! 
*Bringing you some of the latest highlights 

from Youth Genesis! 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
  
I quoted the Prophet Isaiah in a recent edition of the Torbay  
Methodist Circuit ‘Connected’ Newsletter, where the Prophet writes:  
“Learn to do right; seek justice. Defend the oppressed. Take up the  
cause of the fatherless; plead the case of the widow.” (Isaiah 1:17).  
This verse often springs to mind when planning the work that we do at  
Youth Genesis – especially as a large number of the young people that  
we work with face injustice, oppression, come from troubled homes,  
struggle at school or are lonely and socially isolated in some way. The  
focus of our ministry at Youth Genesis is to work with young people  
aged 11-25 by showing them God’s love through welcome, kindness,  
support and helping them through some difficult times in life.  
Through our Youth Clubs, Youth Drop-In’s and Streetbase work, we  
are regularly supporting over 200 teenagers each week, and it’s a  
real joy to offer a service in our churches and on the streets to  
those teenagers who are looking for value and support.  
 
Since Youth Genesis began in Brixham almost 10 years ago, we have  
setup projects across Torbay and in Devon too. Working with local  
churches, Youth Genesis is connecting those churches with the  
community around; a recent success has been the setting up of a new  
Youth Drop-In at St Andrew’s Methodist Church in Shiphay, Torquay.    Made by Young People in Brixham 
Open every Friday from 7:00-9:00pm, we are seeing                  
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just over forty teenagers each week. Activities available include football, pool, circus skills, arts and crafts, 

table tennis and games. We’ve also discovered that a number of the young people have fantastic singing 

voices – their favourite seems to be ‘Give me Oil in My Lamp’!! 

Please continue to pray for our work with young people, especially as many of the social issues that we are 
working with can be quite challenging.   

 
 
 
Katie… 

The last time we did a feature on Katie Sowden was back in  
2013 when she joined us as a One Programme Participant –  
an initiative offered by the Methodist Connexion. Since Katie  
joined us back in September 2013, she has moved around a bit  
- Katie has worked at The Zone in Brixham, The Place, Ripples 
at Gerston Chapel in Paignton as well as delivering Streetbase 
in Foxhole (also in Paignton). Starting from April 2017, Katie  
will be taking on the role of Session Leader for The Place Youth 
Drop-In based at Brixham United Reformed Church. Katie has 
had a fantastic journey over the past few years; her 
commitment and passion for serving young people is a       Katie working with Young People at Ripples 
shining example of our amazing volunteer team at Youth  
Genesis (56 people serving young people every week)! 
      

Cranbrook… 

In partnership with Cranbrook Town  
Council, Youth Genesis opened the  
door to the young people of Cranbrook  
on Tuesday 17th January. Open every  
Tuesday evening at the Younghayes  
Centre in Cranbrook, we have been  
supporting over fifty teenagers around  
issues such as bullying, mental health,  
self esteem and raising awareness  
around domestic abuse. As well as the  
workshops, young people have access  
to games, cooking, crafts and one-to- 
one support. We’re excited too as one 
of the teenagers we’re working with 
is asking about baptism – it’s a real  
blessing to be linked with Cornerstone 
Church in Cranbrook, who will be supporting Session at the Younghayes Centre in Cranbrook 
the young person on this exciting new journey!! 
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St Andrews Methodist Church… 

The session in Cranbrook wasn’t the only new Youth Club we opened this year, the Youth Drop-In based at 
St Andrews Methodist Church in Shiphay opened it’s doors to young people on Friday 27th January! 
Around forty teenagers from across Torquay attend the sessions; they have access to games, arts, crafts, 
cooking and discussion groups. There have been a number of challenges as some of the young people 
have issues with behaviour, but our fantastic team of volunteer Youth Workers are ready to support the 
young people every step of the way. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   Youth Work Team at Shiphay             Youth Session at St Andrews Methodist Church 
 
 

Thank You’s… 

Without the financial support of the churches,  
individuals and community groups, we wouldn’t  
be able to run Youth Genesis and support over 200  
disadvantaged teenagers each week. 
 
There have been several groups over the past few  
months who have worked extremely hard to raise  
funds to help keep the work of Youth Genesis going.  
One of our amazing supporters included the  
Brixham Soroptimists who raised £3,000 through a  
range of events which included a concert at Fore  
Street Methodist Church in Brixham – a fabulous  
afternoon of music from the Riviera Singers and  
Morriston Ladies Choir from Wales. A MASSIVE   Riviera Singers and Brixham Soroptimists 
thank you to both choirs and the Brixham Soroptimists!! 
 
And a big thank you to the Moose International Torquay Branch who kindly donated £100 to the work of 
Youth Genesis!  
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Dartmouth: Decks and The Point… 

The work in Dartmouth has been progressing too  
– so far, we have 91 teenagers registered with us!  
Each week, young people attend the youth  
sessions at the Decks Youth Venue in Ivy Lane  
and at ‘The Point’ Youth Drop-In based at St  
Clements Church in Townstal.  
 
The Thursday sessions seem to be attracting  
young people from the surrounding villages and  
as far as Kingsbridge, while the sessions at  
St Clements Church are attracting teens from  
Townstal. We have great fun each week as we  
journey with the young people exploring life issues  
as well as enjoying games and activities.   ‘The Point’ Youth Drop-In at St Clements 
 
 

 
Decks Youth Venue at Ivy Lane 

 
 
We’re on the lookout for more volunteers, so if you feel that you could give your time to support the 
young people we work with, please contact Michelle Taylor at: michelle@youthgenesis.org.uk  
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Congratulations… 

Paul and Michelle Taylor were married on Saturday 8th April at Hope Cove Methodist Church! As some of 
you may know, Michelle (previously Fascione) has been part of the Youth Genesis team for the past five 
years helping to make a huge difference to the lives of young people, it was a real blessing to be part of 
the celebrations in Hope Cove. Congratulations from us all at Youth Genesis!!  
 

 
Michelle and Paul 

 
 



*G-News! Summer Term 2017                                      
 

6 

 

Youth Genesis Prayer Fuel… 
Prayer plays an essential part in enabling us to carry out the work that God has called us to do at Youth 
Genesis – Jesus says in Mark 11:24 “Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you 
have received it, and it will be yours.” (NIV). The points below give a guide in what to pray for: 
 
BRIXHAM 

➢ Pray for Katie Sowden as she takes on the Session Leader role for both the Monday and Friday 
night sessions at Brixham United Reformed Church. 

➢ Pray for Babs - she's been unable to do the Streetbase sessions as she's been unwell. 
➢ Pray for the young people starting the new 'Cry Wolf' project which aims to challenge negative and 

hurtful language. 
 

PAIGNTON 
➢ Pray for the older group of young people attending Ripples at Gerston Chapel as they think about 

starting new courses and work after the summer. 
➢ Give thanks for the Streetbase sessions in Foxhole on Wednesday evenings and as we move the 

project to Friday nights with a team of new volunteers! 
 
TORQUAY 

➢ Pray for the new Youth Drop-In at St Andrews Methodist Church on Friday nights as it's attracting 
over forty teenagers each week! 

➢ Please pray for the new Streetbase Team starting in Chelston on Monday 8th May. 
 

DARTMOUTH 
➢ Give thanks for the 91 teenagers who attend both sessions in Dartmouth every week. 
➢ Again, please pray that God will bring more volunteers to help work with the young people. 

 
CRANBROOK 

➢ Pray for the young person who is exploring baptism with Cornerstone Church.  
➢ Pray for strength and guidance for the volunteers as they work with teenagers who have been 

affected by domestic abuse. 
 
YOUNG PEOPLE IN GENERAL 

➢ For the young carers we work with  
➢ Those affected by domestic abuse 
➢ Those confused by life choices 
➢ Those with no confidence 
➢ Those who are bullied or maginalised 
➢ Those struggling at school 

 
 
“With thanks for your essential support in prayer, which the Lord uses to bring about his will.  We are 
partners with the Holy Spirit!” – Rev. Gill Kimber, Youth Genesis Prayer Fuel Coordinator  



*G-News! Summer Term 2017                                      
 

7 

 

Some Diary Dates… 
 
8th May NEW Streetbase Session starting in Chelston, Torquay 

11th May Youth Genesis Session Leaders Meeting at Brixham URC  

12-13th May Streetbase Teams at the Dart Music Festival 

29th May-5th June HALF TERM 

6th June Youth Genesis Visioning Session with the Directors 

9th June  NEW Streetbase Sessions starting in Foxhole 

20th June  Youth Genesis Directors Meeting 

14th-15th July   Streetbase Teams at the Brixham Hapnin’ 

25th July  End of Term 

 

 
 
 
 
For regular updates, please follow us on Social Media… 
 
 

Follow us on Facebook or Twitter: 
 
 

                                                                
 
 

http://www.facebook.com/YouthGenesisTrustLtd 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://twitter.com/YouthGenesis 
 
 
 
 

http://www.facebook.com/YouthGenesisTrustLtd
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Supporting Youth Genesis… 
 
£3 per month will help us to share the Gospel Message of Jesus Christ by making a big difference in the 
lives of the young people who are facing some of the most difficult circumstances – from young carers 
through to young people at risk of offending or getting involved in drug use. Only with the kind support of 
our generous donors can we continue this vital work. 
 
If you would like to support the work of Youth Genesis, you can do this by completing the form below and 
returning it to us at: Youth Genesis, c/o The United Reformed Church, New Road, Brixham, TQ5 8NE.  

 
For more information and details about our regular projects and activities, please visit 
our website: 
 

www.youthgenesis.org.uk 
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